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Chinooks damage plants !

�„ Chinook winds result in several types of damage to 
plants.  The most obvious type of damage is caused 
by the drying winds.  The low relative humidity 
characteristic in Calgary, along with the warm winter 
winds, accelerate the normally very slow winter water 
loss from plant tissues.  The result can be drying 
twigs, bud damage or death, all of which result in the 
symptom referred to as tip-kill or die-back.  The 
drying also results in the needle browning of 
evergreens.
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Chinooks damage plants ! Cont’d.

 The warm weather characteristic of Chinooks can 

also injure plants by introducing a “false spring”.  

This occurs when warm weather occurs for a long 

enough period of time to encourage plant buds to 

come out of dormancy, and begin growth.  

Subsequent cold snaps damage developing leaves 

and, on occasion, root development.  This means that 

some plants are less likely to suffer from false springs 

than others, based on the genetic response 

information they carry within the plant cells.


