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Summary-Recommendations for Pruning Fruit Bearing 

Trees cont’d.

▪ Varieties tending to produce numerous twiggy, lateral 

growths, should have some of these removed to 

prevent overcrowding.

▪ Make collar cuts.  Stubs encourage decay & canker, 

thus providing a source of injury to the parent branch 

or trunk.  Never use pruning “paint”.

▪ Prune moderately.  Very heavy pruning is likely to 

upset the balance between wood growth & 

fruitfulness, & generally should be avoided.
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 Prune regularly.  Trees that are given some 

attention each year are more easily kept in 

good condition than trees that are pruned 

irregularly.

 Do not remove a branch unless there is a very 

good reason for doing so.  Remember that the 

leaves of a tree are the food-manufacturing 

organs.  If the leaf area is reduced 

unnecessarily, the tree will be reduced in 

growth or fruitfulness, or both.
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Removing a leader 

on a young tree
 To remove the leader stem on a 

young, small tree, cut from A to B

 Always stub cut the stem first so 
the branch being taken off does 
not tear.

 Point A is to the inside of the 
branch bark ridge (J) within the 
branch crotch.

 Point F is the beginning of the 
branch bark ridge.

 Point K is the branch collar, and 
G is the branch that will become 
the new leader.

 Improper cuts are A to E, A to D, 
C to E, C to B and C to D


